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Accessing the 14th International IRA Conference Mee-
ting Summaries

As the official media partner to the Inflammation Re-
search Association at the 14th International Conference
on Inflammation, Thomson Scientific will be providing
delegates with a collection of reviews featuring the latest
intelligence on investigational drugs and research relea-
sed at the Conference. The reviews will be written by
Thomson Scientific’s ”on-site Conference reporter” and
will be accessible daily during the Conference through the
official Conference WEB site.
Features of this Service:

§ Available one week in advance of the Conference:
Early birds can peruse the event preview to identify
those sessions that are a ’must-see’ for those working in
the field of inflammation research.

§ Daily updates : Delegates can keep abreast of the
hottest news as it unfolds by accessing daily reviews of
the latest disclosures on drug discovery and research
with three overnight reports available on the WEB site
as the meeting progresses.

§ Post-Conference follow-up: Catch a glimpse into some
of the best minds operating in the field of inflammation
research. In the weeks immediately following the
Conference, catch the post-meeting report.

§ Conference Summary Report : At leisure, survey a
summary of key drug disclosures and research, which
will be available two weeks post Conference.

To access the meeting summaries:

Delegates can access the above collection by first logging
onto the IRA WEB site Home Page (www.inflammati-
onresearch.org) where clicking the icon marking the 14th

International IRA Conference Homepage will display a
menu bar for “Scientific Congress Reports” for more
information and also the “Reports Login” site. Enter
your username and the unique password to be sent to all
delegates by e-mail prior to the meeting.

If you do not have or have lost your password or you are
experiencing difficulties in logging in, please contact
Doug Morgan (617-679-3782 or mobile: 617-595-1147) for
further assistance. While at the meeting, please contact
the IRA registration desk in the case of any difficulties.

Thomson Pharma/IDdb3 subscribers can also view the
histories of many of the drugs detailed, major competitor
products, chemical structures and patents, by accessing
directly Thomson Pharma (www.thomsonpharma.com) or
the IDdb (www.iddb3.com) in the usual way.
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WELCOME

October 15, 2006

Dear Colleague,

On behalf of the IRA Officers and Directors, the Orga-
nizing Committee, and the many important IRA Liaisons
from inflammation research laboratories around this
country and several other countries, it is a great pleasure
to welcome you to the 14h International Conference of
the Inflammation Research Association.

The 2006 Conference is being held in a new location, the
beautiful Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Golf Resort,
Spa and Marina, located on the scenic shore of the
Choptank River in Cambridge, Maryland. In keeping
with the theme of previous IRA Conferences, the meeting
location was chosen to facilitate close scientific and social
interactions between attendees, with abundant opportu-
nities to catch up with old friends and to make many new
ones.

The program will commence at 3pm on Sunday October
15th with a special session, Unmet Medical Needs, fea-
turing a perspective on their specific inflammatory dise-
ase and therapies from patients suffering from in-
flammatory diseases. This is intended to focus the meeting
on the fact that although many important advances in
treatment have been made in recent years, there is still a
significant remaining unmet medical need that impacts
the quality of life of millions of people.

The scientific program commences that same evening
with a Plenary Lecture from Harvard Professor Peter
Libby, MD, discussing the role of Inflammation in Car-
diovascular Disease. It is a great honor to have a world-
renowned scientist such as Professor Libby join us, be-
cause his career has focused on the translation of findings
from the bench to the bedside, a topic that has been an
area of focus for the IRA throughout its history.

Our Main Symposia, featuring invited speakers, will inc-
lude Cardiovascular Inflammation; Fibrosis and the
Resolution of Chronic Inflammation; New Strategies for

Lead Optimization of Novel Anti-inflammatory Agents ;
a Symposium sponsored by the Society for Leukocyte
Biology, Leukocytes and the Inflammatory Response ;
and the final Symposium, closing the Conference on the
morning of October 19th, which will feature exciting new
clinical data on New Drugs: Targeting Inflammation in
Disease.

In addition to the Main Symposia we will have four Mini-
symposia with the speakers selected from submitted ab-
stracts. Poster sessions will round out the general scien-
tific sessions (poster presenters are automatically entered
into a competition for the poster with the “greatest
therapeutic potential,” generously supported by a grant
from Cerep).

The Conference will also feature opportunities for
scientists early in their careers. The Van Arman Scholar-
ship Competition offers the opportunity for five young
scientists to attend the meeting at the expense of the IRA
and to compete for a first prize of $2000. In addition, two
events have been planned to allow investigators new to
inflammation research to network with IRA members
and to gain advice on career development, and will be
open to any meeting attendee who feels he/she could
benefit.

On behalf of the organizing committee, I look forward to
welcoming you to the Conference in person and to
sharing great science and social events in a wonderful
location.

Sincerely yours,

Richard J Griffiths, Ph.D.
President
Inflammation Research Association
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Plenary Speaker

Peter Libby, MD.

Peter Libby, MD, is the Chief of Cardiovascular Medicine
at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts. He also serves as the Mallinckrodt Professor
of Medicine at Harvard Medical School. Dr. Libby directs
the D.W. Reynolds Cardiovascular Clinical Research
Center at Harvard. His current major research focus is
the role of inflammation in vascular diseases such as
atherosclerosis. Dr. Libby has received numerous awards
and recognitions for his research accomplishments. His

areas of clinical expertise include general and preventive
cardiology.

An author and lecturer on cardiovascular medicine and
atherosclerosis, Dr. Libby has published extensively in
medical journals including Circulation, Journal of Clinical
Investigation, Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences, New England Journal of Medicine, and Nature.
He is an editor of Braunwald’s Heart Disease. Dr. Libby
has also contributed the chapters on the pathogenesis,
treatment, and prevention of atherosclerosis to Harrison’s
Principles of Internal Medicine. He has held numerous
visiting professorships and has been selected to deliver
over 40 named or keynote lectures throughout the world.

Dr. Libby is a member of the Association of American
Physicians and the American Society for Clinical Inves-
tigation. He has served in many roles as a volunteer for
the American Heart Association, including chairman of
several research committees and member of the executive
committees of the Councils on Arteriosclerosis, Circula-
tion, and Basic Science. He has frequently served as a
consultant to the National Heart, Lung and Blood Insti-
tute (NHLBI), including a 5-year term on the Board of
Scientific Councilors. He is the recipient of a MERIT
Award from the NHLBI.

Dr. Libby earned his medical degree at the University of
California, San Diego, and completed his training in in-
ternal medicine and cardiology at the Peter Bent Brigham
Hospital (now Brigham and Women’s Hospital). He also
holds an honorary MA degree from Harvard University.




